4 / N 5 * 4 } 
SERIOUS and USEFUL 


SCH EME. 
To mille s 
Hoſpital for Incurables, 
0 F 
Univerſal Benefit to all His Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects. 


— 


——_—_— tt 


Humbly addreſſed to the Rr. Hon. the Lord + , 
the Rt. Hon. Sir *,*,*;*, and to the Rt. Hon. 


2 


To which is added, 
A Petition of the Footmen in and about Dublin. 


— —— — _—— 


Fecu nda Culpæ Secula |! Hor. 


—— . — 


—— 


1 
2 


Printed at LOND O N: And, 
z | _ DUB £0 | 
Printed by GEORGE FAULKNER, and Sold at his Shop 
in Eſex- Street, oppoſite to the Bridge, and by G. 
Ritt, G. Ewing and /. Smith, Bookſellers in Dame- 
Street, 1733. 5 BE 


SERIOUS and USEFUL 
SC HE ME. &c. 


Here is not any thing which contributes 
more to the Reputation of particu- 
lar Perſons, or to the Honour of a 


Nation in general, than erecting and 


endowing proper Ediſices, for the Reception 
of thoſe who labour under different Kinds of 
Diſtreſs, The Diſeaſed and Unfortunate are 
thereby delivered from the Miſery of wanting 
Aſſiſtance; and others, are delivered ſrom the 
Miſery of beholding them. 


It is certain, that the Genius of the People 


of England is ſtrongly turned to publick Cha- 
rities; and, to ſo noble a Degree, that almoſt 


in every part of this Great and Opulent City, 
and alſo in many of the adjacent Villages, we 


meet with a great Variety of Hoſpitals, ſup- 
ported by the generous Contributions of pri- 
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vate Families, as well as by the Liberality of 
the Publick. Some, for Seamen, worn out in 
the Service of their Country; and others, for 
infirm diſabled Soldiers: Some, for the Main- 
tenance of Tradeſmen decayed; and others, for 
their Widows, and Orphans : Some, for the 
Service of thoſe who linger under tedious Di- 
ſtempers; and others, for ſuch as are deprived 
of their Reaſon. - > 
But I find, upon nice Inſpe&ion, that there 
Js; one Kind of Charity, almoſt totally diſre- 
3 which, nevertheleſs, appears to me of 
ſo excellent a Nature, as to be at preſent more 
wanted, and better calculated for the Eaſe, Qui- 
etneſs, and Felicity of this whole Kingdom, « N- 
than any other can poſſibly be. I mean, od | 


An Hoſpital for Incurables. 


I muſt indeed confeſs, that an Endowment 
of this Nature would prove a very large, and 
_perpetual Expence. However, I have not the 
leaſt Diffidence, that I ſhall be able effectually 
to convince the World, that my preſent 
Scheme for ſuch an Hoſpital, is very practi- 
cable; and muſt be very deſirable by every 
one, who hath the Intereſt of his Country, or 
his fellow Creatures, really at Heart. 
It is obſerveable, that altho' the Bodies of 
human Creatures be affected with an infinite 
Variety of Diſorders, which elude the Power 


of Medicine, and are often found to be incu- 
rable; 
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ſort: 


„ 


2 yet their Minds are alſo over- run with an 


equal Variety, which no Skill, no Power, no 


Medicine can alter or amend. And I think, 


that out of regard to the publick Peace and E- 
molument, as well as the Repoſe of many pi- 


ous and valuable Families, this latter Species 


of Incurables ought principally to engage our 
Attention and Beneficence. "I 

I believe, an Hoſpital for ſuch Incurables, 
will be univerſally allowed neceſſary, if we 
only conſider, what Numbers of abſolute In- 
curables, every Profeſſion, Rank and Degree, 
would perpetually produce, which, at preſent, 
are only national Grievances, and of which we 


can have no other effectual Method to purge 
the Kingdom. 


For Inſtance; let any Man ſeriouſly conſi- 
der, what Numbers there are of incurable 


Fools, incurable Knaves, incurable Scolds, in- 


curable Scriblers (beſides my ſelf) incurable 
Coxcombs, incurable Inſidels, incurable Liers, 
incurable Z/hbores in all Places. of publick Re- 
Not to mentionthe incurably Yair, 


incurably Envious, incurably Proud, incurably 
AﬀeRed, incurably Impertinent, and ten thou- 

ſand other Incurables, which I muſt of Neceſſi- 
ty paſs over in Silence, left I ſhould ſwell this 


Eſſay into a Volume. And without Doubt, 
every unprejudiced Perſon will agree, that 


out of meer Chriſtian Charity, the Publick 


-oughr to be caſed as much as poſſible, of this 


troubleſome and intolerable Variety of Incura- 
bles, | And 


| (6s) 
And firſt; under the Denomination of in- 
curable Fools, we may reaſonably expect, that 


| ſuch an Hoſpital would be furniſhed with con- 


ſiderable Numbers of the Growth of our own 
Univerſities , who, at preſent, appear in vari- 
ous Profeſſions in the World, under the vene- 


Table Titles of Phyſicians, Barriſters, and Ec- 


clefiaſticks. 82 

And as thoſe antient Seminaries have been for 
ſome Years paſt, accounted little better than 
Nurſeries of ſuch fort of Incurables, it ſhould 
ſeem highly commendable to make ſome kind 
of Proviſion for them; becauſe, it is more 


than probable, that if they are to be ſuppor- 


ted by their own particular Merit in their ſe- 


. vera] Callings, they muſt neceſſarily acquire 
but a very indifferent Maintenance. | 


| would not, willingly, be here ſuſpected, 
to caſt Reflections on any Order of Men, as 
if Ithought, that ſmall Gains from the Pro- 
feſſion of any Art or Science, were always an 
undoubred Sign of an equally ſmall Degree of 
Underitanding : For I profeſs my ſelf to be 
ſomewhar inclined to a very oppoſite Opinion 
having frequently obſerved, that, at the Bar, 


the Pulſe, and the Pulpit, thoſe who have the 


leaft Learning ar Senſe to plead, meet gene- 
rally with the largeſt Share of Promotions and 


Pfoſit. Of which many Inſtances might be 


produced; but the Publick ſeems to want no 
Conviction in this Particular. 1 
Under 
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Under the ſame Denominations we may fur- 
ther expect a large and ridiculous Quantity of 
old rich Widous; whoſe eager and impatient 
 Appetitesinflame them with extravagant Paſ- 

ſions, for Fellows of a very different Age and 

Complexion from themſelves : Who purchaſe 

Contempt and Averſion with good Jointures; 
and being loaded with Years, Infirmities, and 
probably ill Humour, are forced to bribe into 
their Embraces, ſuch whoſe Fortunes, and 
Characters, are equally deſperate. 1 

Beſides, our Collection of incurable Fools, 
would receive an incredible Addition from e- 
very one of the following Articles. 

From young extravagant Heirs ; who are 
juſt of a competent Age, to become the Bub- 
bles of Fockeys, Sportſmen, Gameſters, Bullies, 
. Sharpers, Courtezans, and ſuch fort of honour- 
able Pick-pockets. Fo 

From Miſers; who half flarve themſelves, 
to feed the Prodigality of their Heirs: And 
who proclaim to the World how unworthy 
they are of poſſeſſing Eftates, by the wretch- 
ed and ridiculous Methods they take to enjoy 
them. | | 

From contentious People, of all Conditions; 
who are content to waſte the greateſt part of 
their ows Fortunes at Law, to be the Inſtru- 
ments of impoyeriſhing others, 5 Fa] 

From thoſe, who have any Confidence in 
Profeſſion of Friendſhip, before Trial; or any 

Dependance on the Fidelity of a 2 — 5 
35 rom 


(8. 
From young illiterate Squires, who travel 
abroad to import Lewdneſs, Conceit, Arrogance, 
Vanity and Foppery z of which Commodities 
there ſeems to be ſo great an Abundance at 
Home, IK | 5 
From young Clergymen; who contrive, by 
Matrimony, tc acquire a Family, before they 
have obtained the neceſſary Means to maintain 
one. 5 | 
From thoſe, who have conſiderable Eſtates 
in different Kingdoms, and yet ate ſo incura- 
_ bly ſtupid, as to ſpend their whole Incomes in 
bis. N 
Theſe, and ſeveral other Articles which 
might be mentioned, would afford us a perpe- 
tual Opportunity of eaſing the Publick, by 
paving an Hoſpital for the Accommodation of 
ſuch Incurables : Who, at preſent, either by 
the over Fondneſs of near Relations, or the 
Indolence of the Magiſtrates, are permitted 
to walk abroad, and appear in the moſt 
crowded Places of this City, as if they were in- 
deed reaſonable Creatures. 8 
I had almoſt forgot to hint, that under this 
Article, there is a modeſt Probability, that ma- 
ny of the Clergy would be found properly qua- 
tified for Admittance into the Hoſpital, who 
might ſerve inthe Capacity of Chaplains, and 
fave the unneceſſary Expence of Sallaries. 
To. theſe Fools, in order ſucceed, ſuch as 
may juſtly be included under the extenſive De- 
nomination of incurable Auaves; of which 


(oY) 
ſeveral Inns of Court would conſtantly afford 
us abundant Supplies. | : 

I think indeed, that, of this Species of In- 
curables, there ought to be a certain limited 
Number annually admitted; which Number, 
neither any Regard tothe Quiet or Benefit of 
the Nation, nor any other charitable or Pub- 
lick- ſpirited Reaſon, ſhould tempt us to ex- 
ceed; becauſe, if all were to be admitted on 
fuch a Foundation, who might be reputed in- 
curable of this Diſtemper; and if it were poſ- 
fible for the Publick to find any Place large e- 
nough for their Reception; I have not the leaſt 
Doubt, that all our Iuns which are at this Day 
ſo crowded, would in a ſhort Time be emptied 
of their Inhabitants z and the Law, that bene» 
ficial Graft, want Hands to conduct it. 

I cremble to think what Herds of Attornies, 
Sollicitors, Pettifoggers, Seriveners, Uſurers, 
Hackney-Clerks, Pick pockets, P=wn=Brokers, 
Jaylors, and Juſtices of the Peace, would 
hourly be driven to ſuch an Hoſpital And 
what Diſturbance it might alſo create in ſeve- 
ral noble and wealthy Families, 1 
What unexpected Diſtreſs might it prove 
to ſeveral Men of Fortune and Quality, to be 
ſuddenly deprived of their rich Stewards, in 
whom they had for many Years repoſed the 
utmoſt Confidence, and to find them irreco- 


verably lodged among ſuch a Collection of In- 


curables ? 
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B I How: 


(1) 
How many Orphans might then expect to 
Fee their Guardians hurried away to the Hoſe 
pital; and how many greedy Executors find 
Reaſon tolament the Want of Opportunity to 
pillage ? 


mourn for the Loſs of its Stock- Jobbers and Bro- 
ters; and the Charitable Corporation, for the 
Confinement of many of its Directors? 
Might not Weſtminſter-Hall, as well as all 
the Eaming-Houſes in this great City, be en- 
tirely unpeopled : and the Profeſſors of Art 
in each of thoſe Aſſemblies, become uſeleſs in 
their Vocations, by being deprived ot all future 
Opportunity to be diſhoneſt ? . 
In ſhort, it might put the whole Kingdom 
into Confuſion and Diſorder; and, we ſhould 
find, that the entire Revenues of this Nation 
would be ſcaree able to ſupport ſo great a 
Number of Incurables, in tbis way, as would 
appear qualified for Admiſhon into our Hoſpi- 
tal. | 3 
For, if we only conſider, how this King- 
dom ſwarms with Quadrille- Tables, and Gam- 
ing-Houſes both publick and private; and alſo, 
how each of thoſe Houſes, as well as Weſtmin- 
fter- Hall aforeſaid, ſwarms with Knaves who 
are anxious to win, or Fools who have any 
thing to loſe z we may be ſoon convinced, 
how neceſſary it will be to limit the Number 
of Incurables, comprehended under theſe Ti- 
tles, leſt the Foundation ſhould prove inſuffici- 


ent to maintain any others heſide them. How- 


Would not Exchange- Alley have cauſe to 


( N 

However, if by this Scheme of mine, the 
Nation can be eaſed of 20 or 30 Thouſand ſuch 
Incurables, I think it ought to be eſteemed 
ſomewhat beneficial, and worthy of the At- 
tention of the Publick. 

The next Sort, for whom I would gladly 
provide, and who for ſeveral Generations have 
proved inſupportable Plagues and Grievances to 
the good People of England, are thoſe wha 
may properly be admitted under the Character 
of incurable Scolds. | 

I own this to be a Diſtemper of ſo deſperate 
a Nature, that few Females can be found, wil- 
ling to own themſelves any way addicted to it: 
And yet, it is thought that there is ſcarce a 
ſingle Parſen, Prentice, Alderman, Squire, or 
Husband, who would not ſolemnly ayouch the 
very Reverſe, 
I could wiſh, indeed, that the Word Scold, 
might be changed for ſome more gentle Term, 

of equal Significationz becauſe, I am convin- 

ced, that the very Name is as offenſive to Fe- 
male Ears, as the Effects of that incurable Di- 
ſtemper is to the Ears of the Men: Which to 
be ſure is inex pre ſſible. | | 

And, that it hath been always cuſtomary ta 
honour the very ſame Kind of Actions with dif- 
ferent Appellations, only to avoid giving Of- 
fence, is evident to common Obſervation. 
For Inſtance: How many Lawyers, Attor* 
mes, Sollicitors, Under- Sheriffs, intriguing Cham 

bers Maids, and Counter-Officers, axe continually 
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zullty of Extoriion, Bribery, Opprefſion, and 
many other profitable Knaveries, to drain the 
Purſes of thoſe, with whom they are any way 
concerned? And yet, all theſe different Expe= 
dients to raiſe a Fortune, paſs generally under 
the milder Names of Fees, Perguifites, Vails, 
Preſents, Gratuities, and ſuch like; although, 
in Strictneſs of Speech, they ſhould be called 
Robbery, and conſequently be rewarded with a 
Gibbet., 

Nay, how many Honourable Gentlemen 
might be enumerated, who keep open Shop to 
make a Trade of [niquity.; z who teach the Law 
to wink whenever Power or Profit appears in 
her Way; and contrive to grow rich by the 
Vice, the Contention, or the Follies of Mankind; 
and who, neverthelcſs, inſtead of being brand- 
ed with the harth-ſounding Names of Knaves, 
Pilferers, or public Oppreſſirs, (as they juſtly 
merit) are only diſtinguiſhed by the Title of 
Juſtices of the Peace; in which ſingle Term, 
all thoſe ſeveral Appellations are generally 
thought to be implied. 

But to proceed. When firſt J determined 
to prepare this Scheme for the Uſe and Inſpec; 
tion of the Publick; I intended to examine 
one whole Yard in this City, that my Compu- 
tation of the Number ot incurable Scolds, 
might be more perfect and exact. But I found 
it impoſſible to finiſh my Pr 87 cls through more 
than one Street. UE I 


| (13) 
I made my firſt Application to a wealthy Ci: 
ligen in Cornbiil, Com mon-Council- Man for 
his Ward; to whom I hinted, that if he knew 
Cer an incurable $:0/4 in the Neighbourhood, 
I had ſome Hope to provide for her in ſuch a 
Manner, as to hinder her from being further 
troubleſome. He referred me with great De- 
light to his next Door Friend; yet, whiſpered 
me, that with much greater Eaſe and Plea» 
{ure he could furniſh me out of his own Fami- 
ly ——; and begged the Preference. | 

His next Door Friend owned readily that his 
Mife's Qualifications were not miſrepreſented, 
and that he would chearſully contribute to pro- 
mote ſo uſeful a Scheme; but poſitively aſſer- 
ted, that it would be of ſmall Service, to rid the 
| Neighbourhood of one Woman, while fuch 
3 would remain all equally inſupport- 
able. 

By which Circumſtance I conjectured, that 
the Quantity of theſe Incurables in London, 
Meſiminſter and Southwark, would be very 
conſiderable; and that a generous Contributi- 
on might reaſonably be expected, for ſuch an 
Hoſpital, as Jam recommending. 
' Befades, the Number of theſe Female Incur- 
ables, would probably be very much increaſed 
by additional Quantities of O Maids; who, 
being wearied with concealing their ill Humour, 
for one Half of their Lives, are impatient to 
give it full Vent inthe other. For, Old Maids, 
like old thin-bodied Mines, inſtead of grow- 


ing 
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ing more agreeable by Years, are obſerved, for 
the moſt part, to become intolerable ſharp, ſour 
and uſeleſs. 

Under this Denomination alſo, we may ex- 
pect to be furniſhed with as large a Collection 
of old Batcbelors, eſpecially thoſe who have 
Eſtates, and but a moderate Degree of Under- 
ſtanding. For, an old wealthy Batchelor, be- 
ing perpetually ſurrounded with a ſet of Flat- 
terers, Couſins, poor Dependeuts, and Would- 
be-Heirs, who for their own Views ſubmit to 
his Perverſeneſs and Caprice; becomes inſen- 
ſibly infected with this /colding Malady, which 
generally proves incurable, and renders him diſ- 
agreeable to his Friends, and a fit Subject for 
Ridicule to his Enemies. 

As to the incurable Scriblers, (of which So- 
ciety I have the Honour to be a Member) they 
probably are innumerable; and, of Conſequence, 
it will be abſolutely impoſſible to provide for 
one tenth Part of their Fraternity. However, 
as this ſet of Incurables, are generally more 
plagued with Poverty than any other, it will 
be a double Charity to admit them on the 
Foundation. A Charity to the World, to 
whom they are a common Peſt, and Nuſance; 
and, a Charity to themſelves, to relieve them 
from Pant, Contempt, Kicking, and ſeveral o- 
ther Accidents of that Nature, to which they 
are continually liable. ” | 

Grubſtreet it ſelt would then have Reaſon to 

Rejoice, to ſee ſo many of its half-{tarv'd Ma- 
5 uufacturers 
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nufa&urers amply provided for; and the whole 
Tribe of meagre [ncurables, would probably 
ſhout for Joy, at being delivered from the Y- 
ranny and Garrets, of Printers, Publiſhers, and 
Bookſellers. 

What a mixed Multitude of Ballad-Wri- 
ters, Ode- Makers, Tranſlators, Farce-Compouns 
ders, Opera-Mongers, Brgraphers, Pampble- 
te ers, and Journaliſts, would appear crowding 
to the Hoſpital z not unlike the Brutes reſor- 
ting to the Ark before the Deluge, And 
what an univerſal Satisfaction would ſuch a 
Sight afford to all, except Paſiry Cooks, Gro» 
cers, Chandlers, and Tobacco» Retailers, to 
whom alone the Writings of thoſe Incura- 
bles were any way profitable ? | 

I have often been amazed to obſerve, what 
a Variety of incurable Coxcombs are to be met 
with, between St. James's and Limehouſe, at 
every Hour of the Day; as numerous as Welſh 
Parſons, and equally contemptible. How the 
ſwarm in all Coffee- Houſes, Theatres, publick 
Walls, and private Aſſemblies ; how they are 
inceſſantly employed in caltivating Intrigues, 
and every kind of irrational Pleaſure: How in- 
duſtrious they ſeem to mimick the Appearance 
of Monkeys, as Monkeys are emulous to imitate 
the Geſtures of Men. And from fuch Obſer- 
vations I concluded, that to confine the great» 
eſt Part of thoſe Incurables, who are fo many 
living Burleſgues of human Nature, would be 
of eminent Service to this Nation; and I am 
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perſuaded, that I am far from being ſingula: 
in that Opinion. 2 X 

As for the incurable [nfidels and Liars, I ſhall 
range them under the ſame Article, and would 
willingly appoint them the ſame Apartment in 
the Hoſpital z becauſe, there is a much nearer 
Reſemblance between them, than is gene- 
rally imagined. = 1 

Have they not an equal Delight in impoſing 
Falſities on the Publick; and ſeem they not 
equally deſirous to be thought of more Sagaci- 
ty and Importance than others? Do they not 
both report, what both know to be falſe; and 
both confidently aſſert what they are conſcious 
is moſt liable to Contradiction? 

The Parallel might cafily be carried on much 
further, if the intended Shortneſs of this Eſ- 
ſay would admit it. However, I cannot for- 
bear taking notice, with what immenſe Quan- 
tities of incurable Liars, his Majeſty's King- 
doms are oyer-run ; whatOffence and Prejudice 
they are to the Publick 53 what inconceivable 
Injury to private Perſons; and what a Neceſ- 
ſity there is, for an H/p:tal, to relieve the Na- 
tion from the Curſe of ſo many Incurables. 

This Diſtemper appears almoſt in as many 
different Shapes, as there are Perſons afflicted 
with it; and in every Individual, is always be- 
yond the Power of Medicine. 

Some Lie for their Intereſt ; ſuch as Fiſh- 
Mongers, Flatterers, Pimps, Lawyers, Fortunes 
Hunters, and Fortune-Tellers, and others lie 
| 5 8 for 
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for their Entertainment, as Maids, Hives, Ni- 
dos, and all other Tea-Table Attendants. 
Some he out of Vanity, as Poets, Painters, 
Players, Fops, Military Officers, and all thoſe 
who frequent the Levies of the Great : And 
others lye out of !I-nature, as old Maids, &c. 
Some he out of Cuſtom, as Lovers, Coxcombs, 
Footmen, Sailors, Mechanicks, Merchants, and 
Chamber- Maids ; and others he out of Com- 
plaiſance or Neceſlity, as Conrtiers, Chaplains, 
ec. In ſhort, it were endleſs to enumerate 
them all, but this Sketch may be ſufkcient to 
ou us ſome ſmall imperfect Idea of their Num- 
ers. | 
As to the remaining Incurables, we may rea- 
ſonably conclude, that they bear at leaſt an e- 
qual Proportion to thoſe already mentioned 
but with regard to the incurable Mores in this 
Kingdom, I mutt particularly obſerve, that 
ſuch of them as are Pablick, and make it their 
Profeſſion, have proper Hoſpitals for their Re- 
ception already, if we could find Magiſtrates 
without Paſſions, or Officers without an incur- 
able Itch to a Bribe. And, ſuch of them as 
are private, and make it their Amuſement, I 
ſhould be unwilling to diſturb for two Reaſons. 
Firſt; becauſe, it might probably afflict many 
Noble, Wealthy, Contented, and Unſuſpecting 
Husbands, by convincing them of their own 
Diſhonour, and the unpardonable Diſloyalty 
of their Vives And ſecondly, becauſe ir will 
be for ever impoſſible to confine a Woman 
C -.  _ 
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from being guilty of any kind of Miſconduct, 


when once ſhe is firmly reſolved to attempt it. 


From all which Obſervations every reaſon- 
able Man muſt infallibly be convinced, that an 
Hoſpiral for the Support of thele different 
kinds of Incurables, would be extremely bene» 
ficial to theſe Kingdoms. I think therefore, 
that nothing further is wanting, but to demon- 
ſtrate ro the Publick, that ſuch a Scheme is ve- 
ry practicable ; both by having an undoubted 
Method to raiſe an annual Income, at leaſt ſuf- 
ficient to make the Experiment; ( which is 
the way of founding all Hſp:tals ) and by ha- 
ing allo a ſtroug Probability, that ſuch an Ho 
pital would be ſupported by perpetual Bene- 
factions; which, in very tew Years, might 
enable us to increaſe the Number of Incurables 
to 9 tenths more than we can realonably ven- 


ture on at firſt. 


4 Com- 
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ly ſupplied from almoſt every Family in 


"087 
Computation of the daily and an- 


nua Expences of an Hoſpital, to 
be erected for Incurables. 


P. Day. 


I Neurable Fools, are almoſt infinite; 


Y however at firſt I would have only | 


20 Thouſand admitted; and allowing to 

each Perſon but one Shilling per Day 71008 

ſor Maintenance, which is as low as poſ- 

ſible, the daily Expence for this Article 

will be f 
Incurable Knaves, are, if poſſible, 

more numerous, including Foreigners, 


'eſpecially Iriſomen. Vet I would limit ę 1508 


the Number of theſe to about 30 Thou- 


ſand; which would amount to 


Incurable Scolds, would be pleptiful- 


the Kingdom. And indeed, to make 
this Hoſpital of any real Benefit, we 
cannot admit fewer, even at firſt, than 
30 Thauſand, including the Ladies of 
Billing ſgate, and Leaden- Hall Market, 
which is bi 

The incurable Scriblers, are undoub- A 


tedly a very conſiderable Society, and of 


that Denomination, I would admit at 

leaſt 40 Thouſand; becauſe it is to be 

ſuppoſed, that ſuch Incurables will be 
85 1 found 
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p. Day 


found in greateſt Diſtreſs for a daily) 
Maintenance. And if we had not great 
Encouragement to hope, that many of 
that Clais would properly be admitted 00 
among the incurable Fools, I ſhould ſtre- © 
nuouſly intercede to have 10 or 20 thou- | 
ſand more added. But their allowed | 
Number will amount to J 
Incurable Coxcombs, are very numerous: 
And conſidering what Numbers are an- 
nually imported from France and Italy, L500 
we cannot admit fewer than 10 thouſand, 
which will be | 
Incurable Inſidels, (as they affect to be 
called) ſhould be received into the Hoſ- | 
pital to the Number of 10 Thouſand: ; 
However, if it ſhould accidentally hap- 
pen, to grow into a Faſhion to be Belie- L500 
vers, it is probable, that the great Part 
of them, would, in a very ſhort Time, | 
be diſmiſſed from the Hoſpital, as per- 
fectly cured, Their Expence would Deg | 
Incurable Liers, are infinite in all Parts | 


| 
| 


of the Kingdom: And making Allow- 
ance for Citizen's Wives, Mercer's, Pren- | 
tices, News-Iriters, old Maids, and 1509 
Flatterers, we cannot poſlibly allow a | 
ſmaller Number, than 30 Thouſand, 
Which will amount to J 


The 
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The Incurable Envious, are in vaſt)! 

| Quantities throughout this whole Nati- 

on. Nor can it reaſonably be expected, 

that their Numbers ſhould leſſen, while | 

Fame and Honours are heaped upon ſome | 

particular Perſons, as the publick Re- 

ward of their Superior Accompliſhments, 

while others, who are equally excellent, ioo 

in their own Opinions, are conſtrained | 

to live unnoticed and contemned. And 

as it would be impoſſible to provide for] 

all thoſe who are poſſeſſed with this Di- 

ſemper, I ſhould conſent to admit only] 

20 thouſand at firſt by way of Experi- | 

ment, amounting to 
Of the Incurable Vain, Affected, and] 

Impertinent, 1 ſhould ar leaſt admit 10 

thouſand. Which Number I am confi- 

dent will appear very inconſiderable, if | 

we include all Degrees of Females from 

the Dutcheſs to the Chamber-Maid ; all oO 

Poets, who have had a little Succeſs, 

eſpecially in the Dramatick Way; and 

all Players, Who have met with a ſmall | 

Degree of Approbation. Among 

only to . J. 


{ 


By which plain Computation it is evident, 
that two hundred thouſand Perſons will be dai- 
Iy provided for, and the Allowance for main- 
raining this Collection of Incurables, may be 
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ſcen inthe following Account, 


| p. Day. 
Fools, being 20,000 at one 
| Shilling each . 5 0 
| Anaves 30,000 Ditto 15700 
For the In- Scolds 30,000 1509 
curable, 1 Scrifliers 40,009 2000 
| Coxcombs 10,0050 oo 
In dels 10,000 oo 
 Liers 3 0,000 1500 
For the In- < Envious 20,000 I 000 
curably. Vain 10, ooo 500 


Total maintain'd 200,000 Tot. Ex. io, ooo 


— — — 


From whence it appears, that. M. Th. H. 

the daily Expence will a- | 
mount ro ſuch a Sum, as in 3,659,009 
365 Days comes to | | 


nn. 


* 


And I am fully fatisfied, that a Sum, much 
rearer than this, may eaſily be raiſed with all 
poſſible Satisfaction to the Subjef?, and with- 
our interfering in the leaſt with the Reyenues 


of the Crowns. 


In 
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In the firſt place, a large Proportion of this 
Sum might be raiſed by the voluntary Contri- 
bution of the Inhabitants. | | 
The compured Number of People in Great 
Britain, is very little lels than eight Millions 
of which, upon a moſt moderate Computa- 
tion, we may account one half to be Incure- 
bles. And, as all thoſe different Incurables, 
whether acting in the Capacity of Friexds, Ac- 
quaintances, Wives, Husbands, Daughters, Coun- 
ſellors, Parents, Old- Maid, or Old- Batchelors, 
are inconceivable Plagues to all thoſe with 
whom they happen to be concerned; and as 
there i» no Hope of being eaſed of ſuch Plagues, 
except by ſuch an Hoſpital, which by Degrees 
might be enlarged to contain them all: I think, 
it cannot be doubted, that at leaſt 3 Millions 
and an Half of People, out of the remaining 
Proportion, would be found both able and 
deſirous, to contribute ſo ſmall a Sum as 20 
Shillings per Annum, for the Quiet of the 
Kingdom, the Peace of private Families, and 
the Credit of the Nation in general. And 
this Contribution would amount to very near 
our requiſite Sum. 1 | 
Nor can this by any means be eſteemed a 
wild Conjecture; For, where is there a Man 
of common Senſe, Honeſty, or Good: Nature, 
| who would not gladly propoſe even a much 
greater Sum, to be freed from a Scold, a Knave, 
a Fool, a Lier, a Coxcomb Conceitedly repeating 
„ 1 "> _ 
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the Compoſitions of others, or a vain imperti- 
nent Poet repeating his own ? 

In the next Place, it may juſtly be ſuppo- 
ſed, that many young Noblemen, Knights, 
Squires, and extravagant Heirs, with very large 
Eſtates, would be confined in our Hoſpital. 
And I would propoſe, that the annual Income 
of every particular Incurable's Eſtate, ſhould 
be appropriated to the Ule of the Houſe. Bur, 
beſides theſe, there will undoubtedly be many 
old Miſers, Aldermen, Fuſtices, Directors of 
Companies, Templers, and Merchants of all 
Kinds, whole Perſonal Fortunes are immenſe, 
and who ſhould proportionably pay to the 
Hoſpital. | 

Yet, leſt by being here miſunderſtood, I 
ſhould ſeem to propoſe an unjuſt or oppreſſive 
Scheme, I ſhall further explain my Deſign. 

Suppoſe, for inſtance, a. young Nobleman, 
poſſeſſed of 10 or 20 thouſand Pounds per An- 
num, ſhould accidentally be confined there, as 
an Incurable : I would have only ſuch a Pro- 
portion of his Eſtate, applied to the Support 
of the Hoſpital, as he himſelf would ſpend, if 
he were at Liberty. And after his Death, 
the Profits of the Eſtate ſhould regularly de- 
volve to the next lawful Heir, whether Male 
or Female, | | 
And my reaſon tor this Propoſal, is; becauſe, 
conſiderable Eſtates, which probably would 
| be, ſquandered away among Hounds, Horſes, 

Hhores; Sharpersz Surgeons, Taylors, Pimps, 


Maf- 
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Maſquerades, or Architects, if leſt to the Ma- 


nagement of ſuch Incurables; would, by this 
Means, become of ſome real Uſe both to 
the Publick and themſelves. And perhaps this 


may be the only Method which can be found, 
to make ſuch young Spendthrifts of any real 


Benefit to their Country. 

And altho' the Eſtates of deceaſed Incur- 
ables might be permitted to deſcend to the 
next Heirs, the Hoſpital would probably ſu- 


| ſtain no great Diſadvantage; becauſe, it is ve- 
ry likely, that moſt of theſe Heirs would alſo 
gradually be admitted under ſome Denominati- 


on or other; and conſequently their Eſtates 
would again devolve to the Uſe of the Hoſpital. 
As to the wealthy Miſers, &c: I would 
have their private Fortunes nicely examined 
and calculated; becauſe, if they were old 
Batchelors , ( as it would frequently happen ) 
their whole Fortunes ſhould then be appropri- 
ated to the Endowment ; but if married, I 
would leave two thirds of their Fortunes, for 


the Support of their Families; which Families 


would chearfully conſent to give away the re- 
maining third, if not more, to be freed from 
ſuch peeviſh and diſagreeable Governors. 


So that, deducting from the two hundred . 


thouſand Incurables, the 40 thouſand Scriblers, 
who, to be ſure, would be found in very bad 
Circumſtances; I believe, among the remain- 


ing hundred and fixty thouſand Fools, Knaves, I 
and Coxcombs, ſo many would be found of large 
| 'D Eſtate. 
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Eſtates and eaſy Fortunes, as would at leaſt 
produce two hundred thouſand Pounds per 
Aunum. 

As a further Addition to our Endowment, [ 
would have a Tax upon all 1»/criptions and 
Tombſiones, Monuments, and Qbelisks erected to 
the Honour of the Dead, or on Portico's and 


Trophies to the Honour of the Living; Becauſe 


theſe will naturally and properly come under 
the Article of Lies, Pride, Vanity, &c. 
And, if all Inſcriptions throughout this 


Kingdom, were impartially examined, in or- 


der to tax thoſe which ſhould appear demonſtra- 
bly falſe or fiuttering, I am convinced, that 
not one fifth Part of the Number, would, after 
ſuch a Scrutiny, eſcape exempred. 

Many an ambitious, turbulent Spirit would 


then be found, belied with the oppoſite Title of 


Lover of his Country ; and many a Mradleſex 
Juſtice, as improperly deferibed, ſceching in 
Hope of Salvation. 
Many an Vſarer, diſcredited by the Appel- 
Cor boneft and frugal 35 and many a Law- 
yer, with the Character of conſcientious and 
equitable. 
Many a Britiſh Stateſman and General, de- 
. eajing, with more Honour than they lived; 
and their Dafs, diſtinguiſhed with a better Re- 
ar tion, than when they were animated. 
Many dull Parſons, improperly ſtiled Elo- 
gent; and as — ſtupid Phyſicians, impro- 
Ne Learned 
Ye, 
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Yet, notwithſtanding the Extenfivenefs of 
a Tax upon ſuch Monumental Impoſitions, I will 
count only upon 20 thouſand, at five Pounds 
per Annum each, which will amount to one 
hundred thouſand Pounds annually. is 

To theſe Annuities, I would alſo requeſt the 
Parliament of this Nation, to allow the Be- 
nefit of two Lotteries yearly ; by which the 
Hoſpital * would gain two hundred thouſand 
Pounds clear. Nor can ſuch a Requeſt ſeem 
any way extraordinary, ſince it would be ap- 
propriated to the Benefit of Fools and Knaves, 
which is the ſole Cauſe of granting one for this 
preſent Year. 3 = 
In the laſt Place, I would add the Eſtate of 
Richard Norton Eſquire ; and to do his Memo- 
ry all poſſible Honour, I would have his Statue 
erected in the very it Apartment of the Hoſ- 
pital, or in any other which might ſeem more 
apt. And, on his Monument, I would permit 
a long Inſcription, compoſed by his deareſt 
Friends, which ſhould remain Tax-free for 
ever. | 1 


1 


— 


From 
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From theſe ſeveral Articles therefore, would 
annually ariſe the following Sums. 


M. 75. H. 
P. Ann, 


From the voluntary Contributions, 3,500,000 


From the Eſtates of the Incurables, 200,000 


ments, Fc. (that of Richard Nor- 
ton, Eſq; always excepted) 


By the Tax upon Tombſtones, Monu- ? 


By two annual Lotteries 209,000 
By the Eſtate of Richard Norton, Eſq; 60,0:0 
Total 4,600,000 
And the neceſſary Sum for the) 
Hoſpital being 557565 A+ 
There will remain annually over 
and aboye 5 | $ 1 


Which Sum of 356,900 7. ſhould be applied 
towards erecting the Building, and anſwer acci- 
dental Expences, in ſuch a manner, as ſhould 


ſeem moſt proper to promote the Deſign of 


the Hoſpital. But the whole Management of 

it ſhould be left to the Skill and Diſcretion of 

thoſe, who are to be conſtituted Governors. 
It may, indeed, prove a Work of ſome 


mall Difficulty, to fix upon a commodious 


Place, large enough for a Building of this Na- 
ture. 1 ſhould. have thoughts of attempting 
to encloſe all Norkſhire, if 1 were not appre- 

2 LE henſive, 
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beni that it would be crowded with ſo ma- A 


ny incurable Knaves of its own Growth, that 


there would not be the leaſt room left for the 
Reception of any others By which Accident, 
our whole Project might be retarded for ſome 
Time. N 
Thus have I ſet this Matter in the plaineſt 


Light I could, that every one may judge of 1 


the Neceſſity, Uſefulneſs, and Practicableneſs 
of this Scheme: And I ſhall only add a few ſcat- 
tered Hints, which, to me, ſeem not altoge- 
ther unprofitable. 5 

I think the Prime - Minifter for the Time be- 
ing, ought largely to contribute to ſuch a 
Foundation; becauſe his high Station and Me- 
rits muſt of Neceſſity infect a great Number 
with Envy, Hatred, Lying, and ſuch fort of 
Diſtempers; and of Conſequence furniſh the 
Hoſpital annually with many [ucurables. 

I would deſire, that the Governors appointed 
to direct this Hoſpital, ſhould have (if ſuch a 
thing were poſſible) ſome Appearance of Reli- 
gion, and Belief in God; becauſe, thoſe who are 
to be admitted as incurable nfidels, Aiheifts, 
Deiſts and Freethinkers, moſt of which Tribe 
are only ſo out of Pride, Conceit, and Afeda- 
tion; might perhaps grow gradually into Be- 
lie vers, it they perceived it to be the Cuſtom of 
the Place where they lived. 

Altho' it be not cuſtomary for the Natives 
of Ireland to meet with any manner of Promo- 
tion in this Kingdom, I would, in this Reſpect, 

bare 
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have that National Prejudice entirely laid aſide; 
and requeſt, that for the Reputation of both 
Kingdoms, a large Apartment in the Hoſpital 
may be fitted up, for [riſbmen particularly, 
who either by Knavery, Lewane/s, or Fortune- 
Alynting ſhould appear qualified for Admit- 
| tance: Becauſe, their Numbers would certain- 
ly be very conſiderable. | 
I would further requeſt, that a Father, wh 
ſeems delighted at ſeeing his Son Meta mor- 
Phoſed into a Fop, or a Coxcomb, becauſe he 
harh travelled from London to Paris; may be 
ſent, along with the young Gentleman, to the 
Hoſpital, as an old Fool, abſolutely incurable. 
If a Poet hath luckily produced any thing, 
| eſpecially in the Dramatick Way, which is to- 
LL Herably well received by the Publick, he ſhould 
dee ſent immediately to the Hoſpital ; becauſe 
incurable Vanity is always the Conſequence of 
a little Succeſs. And, if his Compoſitions be 
ill received, let him be admitted as a Scribler. 
And II hope, in regard to the great Pains I 
Have taken, about this Scheme, that I ſhall be 
admitted upon the Foundatiun, as one of the 
feribling Incurables. But as an additional Fa- 
"your, I intreat, that I may not be placed in an 
Apartment with a Poet, who hath employed 
* His Genius for the Stage; becauſe he will kill 
me with repeating his on Compoſitions; and 
I need not acquaint the World, that it is ex- 
- -rremely painful to bear any Nonſenſe , except 
| | +2, £1 | My 
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ä 
My private Reaſon for ſolliciting ſo early to be 

admitted, is; becauſe it is obſerved that Sche- 
mers and Projectors are generally reduced to Beg- 
gary; but, by my being provided for in the 
Hoſpital, either as an incurable Fool or a Scril. 
ler; that diſcouraging Obſervation will for 
once be publickly diſproved, and my Brethren 
in that way will be ſecure of a publick Reward 
tar their Labours. 1 
It gives me, I own, a great Degree of Hap- 
pineſs, to reflect, that altho' in this ſhort Treas 
tiſe, the Characters of many Thouſands are 
contained, among the vaſt Variety of Tacurablesz 
yet, not any one Perſon is likely to be offended; 
becauſe, it is natural to apply ridiculous Cha- 
racters to all the World, except our ſelves. 
And I dare be bold to fay, that the moſt incur- 
able Fool, Knave, Scold, Coxcomb, Scribler, or 
Eiar, in this whole Nation, will ſooner enu- 
merate the Circle of their àcquaintance as ad- 
dicted to thoſe Diſtempers, than once imagine 
themſelves any way qualified for ſuch an Hoſpi- 
tal. | | 
hope indeed, that our wife Legiſlature wilt 
rake this Project into their ſerious Conſideration; 
and promote an Endowment, which will he of 
ſuch eminent Service to Multitudes of his Ma- 
jefty's unprofitable Subjects, and may in time 
be of uſe to #hemſelevs and their Pofterity, 
From my Garret in . 

Moor-Fielas, Aug. r 

20, 1733. Ws: Fol 
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TO THE 
HONOURABLE 
Houſe of Commons, Ec. 


The humble Petition of the 1 
in and about the City of Dublin. 


o 
— ne 
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Flumbly Sheweth, 

H A T your Petitioners are a great and 
numerous Society, endowed with ſeveral 
Privileges, Time out of Mind. 

That certain Jed, idle, and diſorderly Perſons, 
for ſeveral Months paſt, as it is notoriouſly 
known, have been daily ſeen in the publick 
Walks of this City, habited ſometimes in Green- 
Coats, and ſometimes in laced, with long Oaken 
Cudgels in their Hands, and without Swords, in 
hopes to procure Favour, - by that Advantage, 
with a great Number of Ladies who frequent 
thoſe Walks, pretending and giving themſelvcs 
out to be true genuine 1riſh Footmen.. Whereas 
they can I proved to be no better than com- 
mon Toupees; as a judicious Eye may ſoon diſ- 
cover, by their aukward, clumſy, ungenteel Gait 
and Behaviour; by their 'Unskilfulneſs i in Dreſs, 
even with the Advantage of wearing our Habits; 
by their ill favoured Countenances, with an Air 
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of Impudence and Dullneſs peculiar to the teſt of 
their Brethren: Who have nor yet arrived at 
that tranſcendent Pitch of Aſſurance. Al- 
though, it may be juſtly apprehended, that they 
will do ſo in time, if theſe Counterfeits ſhall haps 
pen to ſucceed in their evil Deſign, of paſſing 
for real Footmen, thereby to render themſelves 
more amiable ro the Ladies. 

Your Petitioners do further alledge, that ma- 
ny of the ſaid Counter ſeits, upon a ſtrict Exami- 
nation, have been found in the very Act of 
ſtrutting, ſwearing, ſtaring, ſwaggering in a man- 
mer that plainly ſnewed their beſt Endeavours 
to imitate us. Wherein, altho' they did not 
ſucceed, yet by their ignorant and ungainly 
way of copying our Graces, the utmoſt Indig- 
nity was endeavoured to be caſt upon our whole 
Profeſſion. 4 | 

Your Petitioners do therefore make it their 
humble Requeſt, that this Aonourable Houſe 
(to many of whom your Petitioners are nearly 
allied) will pleaſe to take this Grievance into 
your moſt ſerious Conſideration: Humbly ſub- 
mitting, whether it would not be proper, that 
certain Officers might, at the publick Charge, 
be employed to ſearch for, and diſcover all 


ſuch counterfeit Footmen, and carry them before 


the next Juſtice of Peace; by whoſe Warrant, 
upon the firſt Conviction, they ſhould be 
ſtripp'd of their Coats, and Oaken Ornaments, 
and be ſet two Hours in the Stocks. Upon 
the ſecond Conviction, beſides ſtripping, be 
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Tet ſix Hours in the Stocks, with a Paper pin 


ned on their Breaſt ſignifying their Crime, in 
large capital Letters, and in the following 
Words. A. B. commonly called A. B. Eiq a 
Toupee, and a notorious Impoſtor, who preſum- 
ed to perſonate a true Iriſh Footman. 
And for any further Offence the ſaid Toupee 
ſhall be committed to Bridewell, whipp'd three 


times, forced to hard Labour for a Month, and 


not be ſer at Liberty, till he ſhall have given 

ſufficient Security for his good Behaviour 
Your Honours will pleaſe to obſerve with 

what Lenity we propoſe to treat theſe enor- 


mous Offenders, who have already brought 


ſuch a Scandal on our Honourable Calling, that 


ſeveral wel-meaning People have miſtaken 


them to be of our Fraternity ; in diminution to 


that Credit and Dignity wherewith we have 


ſupported our Station, as we always did, in the 
Worſt of Times. And we further beg leave 


to remark, that this was manifeſtly done with 


a ſeditious Deſign, to render us leis capable of 


lerving the Publick in any great Empioyments, 


as feveral of our Fraternity, at well as our An- 
ceſtors have done. 8 

We do therefore humbly implore your Ho- 
nours, to give neceſſary Orders for our Relief, 


4 > x in this preſent Exigency, and your Petitioners 
(is in Duty bound) ſhall ever pray, &c 


Dublin, 1732.90) M 64 
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1 moan. 


— * 1 T _ 
CK r = 
l : un + WW © l 
| rr 
4 l 
| 2 * bh 
7” * 5 2 71 
OF * by K 

1 7 1 n 


w, 


S ee ee dee eee eee yo = 


Dublin, November 21, 1733. 


| HE Writings of the Reverend Dr. J. S. D. 
| S. P. D. were publiſhed fix Years ago in Lon- 


don, in three Volumes, mingled with thoſe of 
ſome other Gentlemen his Friends. Neither is it eaſy 
to diſtinguiſh the Authors of ſeyeral Pieces contained 
in them. 

But, beſides thoſe three Volumes, there are ſeveral 
Treatiſes relating to Ireland, that were firſt publiſhed 
in this Kingdom, many of which are not contained in 
the Drapier's Letters. | 

It hath been long wiſhed, by ſeveral Perſons of 
4 and Diſtinction, that a new compleat Edition 
of this Author's Works, ſhould be printed by itſelf. 
But this can no where be done ſo conveniently as in 
Ireland, where Bookſellers cannot pretend to any Proper- 
ty in what they publiſh, either by Law or Cuſtom. 

This is therefore to give Notice, that the Under- 
taker, George Faulkner, Printer, in Eſſex. ſtreet, is now 
printing, by Subſcription, all the Works that are ge- 
nerally allowed to have been written by the ſaid Dr. 8. 
in four Volumes; which are now in the Preſs, at 17 3. 
and 4d. bound, beautifully printed on a fine Papeg 
in Octavo, and ſhall bg delivered to the Subſcribers by 
the 25th of March next: Eight Engliſh Shillings to be 
paid at the Time of ſubſcribing, and the Remainder 
at the Delivery of a compleat Ser. Whoever ſub- 
ſcribes for {ix Copies, ſhall have a Seventh gratis. 

The firſt Volume ſhall contain the Proſe Part of the 
Author's Miſcellanies, printed many Years ago in Lon- 
don and Dublin; together with ſeveral other Treatiſes 
ſince publiſhed in ſmall Papers, or in the three Vo- 
| 1 ſet out and ſigned Jonathan Swift, and Alexan- 
der Pope. | 5 

The ſecond Volume ſhall contain the Author's poe- 
tical Works, all joined together; with many original 
: „ | Pocms, 


4 >. _ * 
8 
2 * 
l 8 . 
"'S . - * » 


4 
£ 


Pbems; that have hitherto only, gone about in Manu- 
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ſcript. | 


_ The third Volume ſhall contain the Travels of Capt. 
Lemuel Gulliver, in four Parts, wherein many Altera- 
tions made by the London Printers will be ſer right, 
and ſeveral Omiſſions inſerted. Which Alterations 
and Omiſſions were without the Author's Knowledge, 
and much to his Diſpleaſure, as we have learned from 
an intimate Friend of the Author's, who in his own Co- 
Py, tranſcribed in blank Paper, the ſeveral Paragraphs 
omitted, and ſettled the Alterations and Changes ac- 


cording to the original Copy. 


The laſt Volume ſhall contain the Author's Letters, 
written under the Name of A. B. Drapier; with two 
additional Ones never printed before; and likewiſe 
ſeveral Papers relating to Ireland, acknowledged to be 
of the ſame Author. | 1 

In this Edition, the groſs Errors committed by the 
Printers, both here and in, London, ſhall be faithully 


corrected; the true Original, in the Author's own 


Hand having been communicated to us by a Friend 


in whom the Author much confided, and who had 
Leave to correct his own printed Copies from the Au- 


thor's moſt finiſhed Manuſcript, where ſeveral Chan- 
ges were made, not only in the Style, but in other 
material Circumſtances. : 3 

N. B. A compleat Edition of the Author's Works 
can never be printed in England; becauſe ſome of 
:hem were publiſhed without his Knowledge or Li- 


king, and conſequently belong to different Proprie- 


tors ; and likewiſe, becauſe as they now ſtand, they 


are mingled with thoſe of other Gentlemen his Friends. 
The Author's Effigies, curiouſly engraven by Mr. 


Fertae, ſhall be prefixed to each Volume. There will 
alſo he ſeveral other Cuts, proper to the Work. 
Subſcriptions will be taken till the latter End of 
December, and no longer. | 
N. B. After the Subſcribers are ſerved, no other 


Perſons ſhall have the Works for leſß than a Guinca 
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